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Gen. Wallace M. Greene de- 
nied yesterday that he had 
told newsmen in South Viet- 
nam of “Pentagon studies” 
which predicted a five-to-eight- 
year war that probably would 
require 500,000 to 800,000 U.S. 
troops for victory. 

The Marine Corps Com- 
mandant, however, confirmed 
at a Defense Department news 
conference that he had held a 
“deep backgrounder” confer- 
ence with American corre- 
spondents in Saigon. But 
under unusually blunt ques- 
tioning by reporters, he re- 
peatedly declined to say 
whether or not he had “spec- 
ulated” at the session as to 
the forces needed or length of 
the war, or , what he . might 
have said. 

Greene, however, had some 
important and interesting com- 
ments on the course of the 
war. He said the U.S. Marines 
and South Vietnamese in the 
1st Corps area in the north 
“very soon” will link the two 


leatherneck - held perimeters 
around Danang and . Chulai 
into one continuous area. 

Three Areas 

This would be a major ac- 
complishment. U.S. Marines 
are divided in three major 
areas in the north: Hue and 
its Phubai air base; Danang; 
and Chulai. The coastal roads 
between these centers are 
open to armored American 
columns, but the Vietoong 
control much of the area be- 
tween, at least at night 

If American Marines can 
link up Danang and Chulai, 
some 60-odd miles apart, with 
a 25-mile no-mans-land be- 
tween the two present perim- 
eters, into one large holding, 
it would be a significant 
military and pacification 
achievement. ■ 

Greene brought up the mat- 
ter of the news stories which 
appeared early last week in a 
written statement he read. 
The Saigon dispatches fore- 
cast a long war — • probably 
eight years with current U.S. 


troop strength in Vietnam 
were raised from the current 
290, 000-man strength (and a 
goal of nearly 400,000 already 
projected) to 750,000 men. 

President Johnson and Sec- 
retary of Defense Robert S. 
McNamara already have 
denied that there are any 
such official studies on the 
probable duration of the war 
and the American troop 
strength required to win it. 
In his prepared statement, 
Greene said of his “deep back- 
grounder” last Sunday: 

“I did not make any refer- 
ence to any Defense Depart- 
ment or JCS (Joint Chiefs of 
Staff) studies or any other 
study which contains conclu- 
sions on the length of the war 
or the number of U.S. forces 
required to conduct the war. 

know of no study which 
draws the conclusions re- 
ported and I will not specu- 
late on the length of the war 
or the force levels required 
to support it.” 

Questions Fired 


forces and five years if U.S. , . T 

Newsmen repeatedly fired 
questions at the Marine Com- 
mandant as to what he had 
said at the Saigon back- 
grounder. He would only re- 
peat his earlier prepared 
statement and add that he 
would not speculate on U.S. 
troop strength and length of 
war prospects. 

Some of the questions were 
sharp. One reporter asked, 
“why won’t you level with 
us?” Greene remained calm 
and turned off all such 
queries. There was one softer 
question, however, which 
seemed to explain the whole 
matter of what Greene may 
have said to correspondents a 
week ago and why he and 
other top officials feel they 
now can deny that there have 
been any Pentagon “studies” 
on the Vietnam war. 

A reporter noted that Pen- 
tagon “studies,” under mili- 
tary procedure, usually re- 
ferred to formal inquiries into 
a subject ordered by higher 
authority with the findings 
and conclusions put into a 
definite report. He went on 
to ask if military staffs were 
not constantly making esti- 
mates and speculations on all 
matters, incluuding the pos- 
sible length of war. 

Greene agreed, saying his 
Marine Corps staff, “like all 

, . , ... , _ . . other staffs,” was “constantly 

denies telling newsmen in Saigon of five-to-eight year war. thinking ahead and planning.” : 
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